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News Release

California Department of Health Care Services Awards $6.3 Million Grant to

allcove Beach Cities to Construct permanent Youth Wellness Center
Funding aims to expand access to mental health services for young Californians

REDONDO BEACH, Calif. — (May 20, 2023) Beach Cities Health District (BCHD) has been awarded
$6.3 million in grant funding from the California Department of Health Care Services’ (DHCS)
Behavioral Health Continuum Infrastructure Program (BHCIP). This statewide program supports
behavioral health infrastructure projects, providing new opportunities to address gaps in
mental health services.

This grant is specifically for new construction of allcove Beach Cities, a youth wellness center in
Redondo Beach, serving young people ages 12-25 in the county’s Service Planning Area (SPA) 8,
and comes through the BHCIP Round 4: Children and Youth grants.

In December, Governor Gavin Newsom announced $480.5 million in awards for 54 projects to
improve California’s behavioral health infrastructure for children and youth, with Los Angeles
County set to receive $122.4 million for 13 county projects, including allcove Beach Cities.

“This funding from the state will be the first opportunity to build a ground-up allcove center to
meet the needs of young people, in a space designed specifically for them,” said Steven
Adelsheim, M.D., Director, Stanford Center for Youth Mental Health and Wellbeing, who is
leading the effort to open allcove centers across the state.

“All of us at BCHD are extremely grateful to the Department of Health Care Services for their
commitment to deliver much-needed mental health services for young people,” said Tom
Bakaly, Chief Executive Officer for BCHD. “Since we opened the doors to allcove Beach Cities in
a temporary location, it’s already made a positive impact in our community with more than
1,000 young people utilizing the center and its various services.”

This grant brings the total amount of state and federal monies raised for allcove Beach Cities to
$9.3 million.

In 2020, BCHD was awarded $2 million through California’s Mental Health Services Oversight &
Accountability Commission to open an allcove center, joining an innovative network of
integrated youth mental health centers across California. In March 2022, Congress appropriated


https://www.gov.ca.gov/2022/12/07/governor-newsom-announces-an-unprecedented-480-5-million-in-grants-for-youth-mental-health/

$1 million for allcove Beach Cities as part of the $1.5 trillion omnibus spending package, thanks
in large part to the efforts of Congressman Ted Lieu (CA-36th District).

allcove Beach Cities opened Nov. 1, 2022, in a temporary location on the Beach Cities Health
District Campus in Redondo Beach, offering mental and physical health services, education and
employment assistance, peer and family support, and substance use prevention programs for
young people ages 12-25 in the greater South Bay. The centerpiece of the allcove center is “the
cove,” a common area where young people can hang out with friends, participate in wellness
activities, arts and crafts, games, movie nights, open mic nights, meditation and more.

The new, permanent location for allcove Beach Cities is at the southwest corner of Beryl Street
and Flagler Lane and is part BCHD’s Healthy Living Campus master plan. The 9,400 square foot,
two-story allcove center will be the first building constructed as part of the Campus
revitalization, with vehicle access to the energy-efficient center available exclusively via Beryl
Street, a change made in response to neighbors’ concerns about traffic in the adjacent Torrance
neighborhood.

This grant is part of the $2.2 billion BHCIP funding provided by the Legislature and the
Governor, which was authorized in the fiscal year 2021-22 budget to construct, acquire and
expand behavioral health facilities and community-based care options as well as invest in
mobile crisis infrastructure. BHCIP is part of a broader commitment by the California Health &
Human Services Agency (CalHHS) to improve the state’s behavioral health and long-term care
continuum infrastructure.

Additional information on BHCIP Round 4: Children and Youth awardees is available at the
BHCIP online dashboard.

About allcove

Pursuing a vision where every youth belongs, chooses the support they need and thrives, allcove is
developing an innovative network of integrated youth mental health centers designed with, by and for
youth that reduce stigma, embrace mental wellness, increase community connection and provide access
to culturally responsive services. allcove centers are anchored in a model of care that considers the
holistic needs of young people. We welcome young people between the ages of 12 and 25, providing a
place to take a moment of pause and access a range of services that include mental health, physical
health, substance use, peer support, family support, and supported education and employment. allcove
centers are designed to create meaningful, positive experiences for every young person who comes
through our doors. For more information, please visit allcove.org.

About Beach Cities Health District
Beach Cities Health District (BCHD) is a healthcare district focused on preventive health and serves the
communities of Hermosa Beach, Manhattan Beach and Redondo Beach. Established in 1955 as a public
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agency, it offers an extensive range of dynamic health and wellness programs, with innovative services
and facilities to promote health and prevent diseases across the lifespan. BCHD also operates
AdventurePlex, a health and fitness facility where kids play their way to good health; the Center for
Health & Fitness, a comprehensive fitness center that is the only Medical Fitness Association-certified
facility in California; and allcove Beach Cities, a youth center for ages 12-25. BCHD was named the 2021
“Special District of the Year” by the Association of California Healthcare Districts. Visit www.bchd.org or
call (310) 374-3426 for more information.
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